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{’ 'IT?: Thomas Fearon, Efg;.received from his Excel-
» % lency the Governor) about 8 o'Clock at Night,
" & his Difmifiion from his Office of Chief Juftice and
v ™ tis faid alfo of thofe of Cuftos of Clarendon, and
* & Colonel of Horfe inthe Militia. Qn the next
. & Day Thomas Beach, E(g; late Councellor at Law,
' B was drpointed Chief Juflice. 'Upon this fudden
; !,*- and afarming Change, feveral of the Affociate
f ;; Judges refigned, and others have been fince ap-
; “‘ pointed in their Room.

18

% we feem'd.

" fome

in the Council Chamber : ' Mr. §peaker and the
whole Houfe utex’:dlng" his Egcéllency,. his  Ex-
cellency addrefled ghe Speaker in the Words fol-
lowing : . _ b ,
Mr. SPEAKER, T
§ you omitted, at the Time when' I approved
A of the Choice which the Houle of ‘Affembly
made of you to be theirSpeaker, to apply fo me
for the ufual Privileges, I have fent for you to afk,
whether you .
or not?
To which Mr. Speaker replied, Sir, I do not ia-
tend 1o make any,

. HirExcell
you, whether
them or not.

To which
not, Sir.

His Excellency then expreffed himfelf in the
Words following :

¢ Asitis my Duty to fee that the jult Drder of the
Proceedings of the. Houfe of Aflembly is preferved,
and the ufual Privileges maintained, as well as that
his Majefty’s Prerogative fuffers no Violation. I
do_in his Majefty’s Name Diffolve this General
Affembly, and itis diffolved accordingly.”

On Saturday the 17th Inft. the late Chief Juftice,

ney tbem faid, Sir, I ance:more:afk
you will now make ‘Application for

Mr. Speaker again replied---7 fZall

NEW.-YORREK, Newumber 7,
SYINR>
F you have not a more perfe& Account of the
I late public Tranfa&tions in this City, thao
is contained in the following Copy of a Letter to
a Gentleman in London, you are at Liberty to
publith it in your Paper, from your humble Ser-
vant, :

Copy of a Letter to a Gentleman in Londsn.
§ foon as it was known im America, that
the Stamp-A& had paffed, and that our
Remonftrances and Petitions againft it had not
even been heard or prefented, as being thought
feditious and infolent, though they contained
nothing but Affertions of our undoubted Rights,
in the moft foft and dutifal Terms we could de.-
vife—As foon as this fhocking A& was known,
it filled all Britith America, from one End to the
other, with Aftonithment and Grief. " We faw
that as cruel 2 Decree was gone oat againft us,
as paffed in the Days of King Ahafuerus, againtt
- the Jews. We faw that we, and our Pofterity
were fold for Slaves, and doubted not but fome
wicked Haman was at the Bottom of it—though
. he is not yet brought to condign Punithment; nor
certainly known. A confiderable Time.we lay
in filent Conftergiation, and knew not what to do !
—We feemed to be in a frightful Dream; we
could hardly be convinced of the dreadful Reality.
—We confidered the A& over and over—It was
fram’d with the moft deep laid inveterate Defign
for the intire Extirpation of Liberty in America
—every Avenae to Elufion was barred up with a
- tenfold Guard. The glorious Uncertainty of the
Law, in this AR, hadg no Place—the Meanin
was dreadfully evident, and Slavery, with al
its dreadful Train, fenced usin on every Side.—
We knew not'what to fay or write—even our
Prefles almoft céafed to utter the Language of
Liberty.—At laft by Degrees we began to recol-
-le& our feattered Thoughts. The Spirit of Liber-
ty informed.the Prefs.—One or two well judged

~fetqur Privilep a dear‘m"ﬁmﬂz

-

‘flowed ‘from- every Tongue, and Pen, and Prefs,

till it had diffafed itfelf through every Part of the
. Britith Dominions in America ; it united us all,|
to be animated by one Spirit, and thit
was' & Spirit. of - Liberty.—The Inftruments for
the A& in Exccution were odious every!
2, afhamed, '2nd afraid to fhow their Faces ;
honourably refale unlolicited odioas
. Offices, others were forced to refign with Igno-
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tha A&, or officious in carying itifto Execution,
underwent fome terriblg Effefls of Iublic Refent-
mert, in Boton and Newport ; and in Conne&i”
cut the Stampman way; forced with a high Hand
to refign—fo that no where™ to the Eaftward was
there the ‘leaft Probability of the Stamp.A&'s-
gaining Admittance. ' Commiffioners from almoft
all the Colonies bhad beld a Congrefs at New-
York, to agree upon, and fend Home fuch Re-
monftrances, Petitions, &c. as might be thought
o7 wocobtzin-a R softhe ‘Stam AQ—r
0t ‘Whifever might be “the Refult of their Pro-
ceedings, the Generality of thg Friends to Liberty,
did not chufe that it fhould ever once be thought

‘merely upon the Succefs of thefe Reprefentations,
+or the Courtefy of thofe to whom they were made.

As New-York was the .Place of maft imme-
diate Intercourfe with the Englith Miniftry, a
Place of confiderable Military Force—where the
Geoneral held his Head Quarters, and where there
was a Fort of fome Strength. before which feveral
Men of War were flationed—all the neighbout.
ing Colonies were anxioufly concerned for, and
obfervant of the Condu& of the People of New-
York.—They were the more concerned, becaufe
the Gentleman whohad without hisown Knowledge
been appointed Stamp-Mafter, bad honourably re-
figned, and fo rno public Stir or Commotion had
happened ng us. Whether or not this re-
markable g:yncfs was thought to proceed from
want of Reféntment, or of proper Spirir, it gave
Occafion to the Friends of Liberty to fear that
“there would not be a fufficient Oppofition to the
A&, to prevent its taking Place; and it encou-
raged the haughty Friends to arbitrary Power, to
talk in an imperious Strain—to fpeak contemptible
of our Power and Rcfofution, and either in Jeft
or Earneft, declare the 467 fBeuld be executed, that
it fboutd be crammed down our Throats, &c.
It is dapgerous even to jeft upon Matters that lic fo.
very clofe to the Heart.—Whether thefe Reports
were true or falfe, I know not ;—but many f{uch
had been current for fome Time about Town,
and were imputed to feveral Perfons, one of ;
whom feverely felt the Effcéls.

On the 23d of O&ober, by Captain Davis,
arrived a Parcel of the Stamps, which imfuedi.
ately raifed a Spirit of general Uneafinefs in.the
Town ;——they were put under Convoy of a
Man of War, landed and depofited in the Fort.
The Govercor had very injudicioufly, for fome
Time before the Arrival of the Stamps, made a
great Shew of fortifying the Fort, providing it with
Mortars, Guns, Ammunition, and all the Necef-
faries for the regular Attack of an Enemy—and it
was given dut that he threatened to fire on the
Town if the Stamps were molefted, (which greatly
exafperated the People)—Reprefentations againft
thele Meafures were made to him ; and they were,
I believe, difcontinued, but refumed again upon
the Arrival of the Stamps. From this Time fe.

veral Papers appear'd ftuck™uptn public Places
about the Town, threatetiing ,_every Perfon that
fhould deliver or recfive a Stamp.—The Prepa-
rations at the Fort were continued with greater
Vigour, and the People grew more uneafy and
enflam’d.  On the 311t of O&ober, the Merchants
bad a Meeting, where they entered into an Obli-
§ation that none of them thould Order any Goods
rom England till the Stamp A& was repealed,
that the Orders already fent (and not executed)
fhould be countermanded, (except Grindftones, &c
for fuch Ships as were there belonging to this
Place) and that they fhould accept no Goods on
Commiffions, or afiift in the Sale of any fent here.
This was fublcribed by upwards of Two Hundred
Merchants. The Shopkeepers alfo obliged thenm
felves to purchafé no Goods fent here contrary to
the above Articles, till the Stamp A& was re-
pealed. That Evening a large Company fud-
denly affembled and marched to the Walls. of
Fort George, and from thence through feveral
"St®&s in this City. The Magiftrates appeared,
%cndnvoured to difperfe. them, but .in vain.

gt a fhort Time they fuddenly difperfed of
ves without doing any Mifchicf. It was
rumogred about Town that a mach larger Con-
courfe would affemble the fiext Night, and,their
Vifit was by fome-expeded, while others thought
they would meet no mare,. BEL

November 1, many Letters were fent and found,
and Papers ftuck up all over the Town, fome of
them in a good Stile, t,h_zutenix\iDd}m&ion to’
evesy Perfon and his ‘Praperty; who fhould apply
8 Progr
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appeared, one of them in” the
"movetglg g.ué"w!’ﬁ!“' erected, !
fufpended the Effigy’ of a Man who ;
noured by his Couritry’ with an elevh:é‘;dbesn =
but whofe pablic Conduct (fuppofed to .;m!::m'
Introdu&ion of arbitrary Power, and efpec; uu?"
bis officioufly endeavouring to' enforce the sumn
AQ, univerfally Keld by his Majefty's fajthfy) :d
loyal Subjedts in America, to be dnconfips.
'and opprefiive) hay-unhap ily-drawnr, —
thie general Reéfentmmient o his Coustry, ey
ure was made much to refemble the Perfp it »
intended to reprefent. In his Hand Was a
Paper, ‘which he feem'd’ to' coart the People g1
ceive ;—at his Back hung a Drum, on bjy Bmﬂc‘-
Label, {u}apofcd to allude to fome forme; C'ucum‘
fances of his Life. By bis Side hung, wiy o
Boot in his Hand, the grand Dece

AR A o iver of May.
Ind, iceming to urge him to Perfeverance ;
Caufe of Slavery. %V b

hile the Multitude ga

round thefe Figures, the other Party withgmi
Figure reprefenting the fame Perfon, feated in
Chair, and carried by Men, preceded and attend.
ed by a great Number of Lights, paraded throogh
moft of the public Strdets in the City, increafy
as they went, bot without doing the leaft Injury n
any Houfe or Perfon. They proceeded in th
Order to the Coach-Houfe at the Fort, from
whence they took the Lieatenant-Governer'
Coach, and fixing the Effigy upon the Top of i,
they proceeded with great'Rapidity towards kel
Fields._ About the fame Time the other Party wn
preparing to move to the Fort, with the Gallows
asit Rgod crect on its Frame, and Lanthorns fixed
on various Parts of it. When the two Parties m

and every Thing was in Order, a general Sileoe)
enfued, and Proclamation was made that no Stoey
fhould be thrown, no Windows broken, and m
Injury cflesed to any one,—and all this was purc
wally obferved. The whole Multitude then re.
turned to the Fort, and though they knew the
Guns were charged, and faw the Ramparts lind
with Soldiers, they intrepidly marched with the
Gallows, Coach, &c. up to the very Gate, when
they knocked, and demanded Admittance, and if
they had not been reftrained by fome humane
Perfons, who -had Influence over them, woald
doubtlefs have taken the Fort, as I hear there were
4,0r 500 Seamen, and many others equally intre.
Pid, and acquainted with Military Affairs. But
as it feems no fuch Extremities were intended,
after they had fhewn many Infults to the Efigy,
they retired ‘from the Fort Gate to the Bowling-

g

tore away, marched with the Gallows, &c. into
the MiddJe of the Green, (flill under the Muzzles
of the Fort Guns) where with the Pallifades and
Planks of ‘the Fort Fence, and a Chaife and two

they foon reared a large Pile, .to which fetting
Fire, it foon kindled to a great Flame, and re-
duced the Coach, Gallows, Man, Devil, and all
to Afhes. !

It is.probable the Condu&tors of this Expedition
intended the whole Affair fhould bave ended here;
but while many of them were attending the Fire,
a large Detachment of Volunteers ma ing their
Paflage through the other Side of the Pallifades,
went on another Expedition, and repaired to the
Houfe lately known by the Name of Vaux-Hall,
acd now in the Occupation of Major James, of
the Royal Regiment of Artillery :«—This Gentle-
man was anc of thofe who had unfortunately in-
curred the Refentment of the Public, by Ex-
preflions imputed to him. Itis faid he had taken
obliged himfelf to return it in the like good Order
as he received it ; it had beea lately fitted up in
an elegant Manner, and had adjoining a large
handfome Garden ftored both with Neceffaries
and Curiofities,~—and had in it feveral Summer-
Houfes ; the'Houfe was genteely -furnithed with
good Furniture’; contained a valuable Library of

Inftruments, Draughts, rich Cloathes, Linen, &c.
and a confiderable Quantity of Wine and- other
Liquors,—The Maltitude burfting open the Doors,
procceded to deftroy every individogl Article the
Hoafe cantained,~—the Beds they cut open,*and
shrew the Feathers abroad, broke all the Glafles,
China, Tables, Chairs, Detks, Trunks, Chefs,
and making a‘large Fire at a litde Diftance, threw
in evety Thi -’ﬁat wounld burmne-drank or de-
firoyed all the.Liquor—and left not the.leaft Ar-
ticle inthe Houfe avhich they did not entirely de-

miny.—=Thofe who were tho't to be Favourers of

thould delay the Exscution of any
lic Bufinefs without them.

for, 1 receiye, ,or 8- Stag —
oIl cuftomary pab-

firoy—after which they alfo beat to Pieces all the
Doors, Safhes, Window Frames and Partitioss in

Green, the Pallifadoes of which they inftandy |

Sleighs, taken from the Governor’s Coach-Houfe, |

a Leafe of the Houfe for three Years, and he?

Garden.”
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